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EXTENDING GOD’S GRACE
2 Corinthians 4:13-18

INTRODUCTION
My wife Nina and I recently had the opportunity to reflect on the birth of our first child. It was 2011, and we were living in a basement apartment in the Jane and Finch area. One morning, my wife told me that she thought she was in labour. We weren’t sure, because her contractions weren’t very strong yet, but we decided to monitor the situation and stay on high alert. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]By 3:30 PM, nothing had really changed, but we decided to drive to the hospital vicinity in order to avoid traffic just in case her labour escalated. Within five minutes of driving, Nina’s contractions got a lot worse. There were moments when we both thought that this would become a roadside delivery, but thankfully, we were able to get to the hospital. Just over an hour after arriving at the hospital, the baby was out. Lily Christina Tong was born. 
I’ve always wondered how I would react to holding my first born child. Would I start weeping? Would I start laughing? Would I jump for joy and hug everyone in the room? When the moment finally came, I found myself with just one thought running through my mind: “There really was a baby in there all along!” 
Of course, we knew that there was a baby in there all along. My wife’s stomach wasn’t ballooning for no reason. But I didn’t truly grasp that reality until I held my beautiful daughter in my arms for the first time. 
That’s what it feels like for our church today. You could say that we’ve been pregnant with this idea of moving into this building for a while. In fact, it was almost exactly nine months ago (May 3, 2019) that Jim Verkaik first approached us and asked if we’d be interested! Like an expecting parent, we’ve had nine months to think, plan, and pray about this, but nothing could have truly prepared us for this moment.
There were moments when we didn’t think it was going to happen. We got excited, then less excited, then more excited. But it’s not until now that we finally realize that there really was a baby in there all along. At this point, like any new parent, the emotion that many of us feel isn’t so much excitement as it is shock. This idea that we’ve been dreaming about for so long has actually become a reality, and we’re in shock. 
It’s going to take some time for the shock to go away, just like it takes time for first-time parents. But we’re going to have to learn quickly, not just about how to manage a building, but about how to be a church here, here in Bradford, with new friends and neighbours to love. A building is just a building. It’s the people who make up the church. That’s why doing church can be so hard and so rewarding. It’s hard because we’re sinners, and we’re inherently selfish. It’s only by the grace of God shown to us in Jesus Christ that we can learn to love God and love our neighbour as ourselves. But it’s also tremendously rewarding, because there’s nothing better than learning how to actually love people and help people grow in their love for God.  
And so, if you’re here today as a former member of Westside Community Church or Springdale Christian Reformed Church, I want to say, “Thank you”. On behalf of our entire church, I want to say, “Thank you” for giving our church a home. Since our church started in 2004, we’ve been nomads, renting buildings in Cookstown, Vaughan, and King City. But now, because of your generosity, we finally have the chance to call this beautiful building our home. Thank you for this undeserved kindness. Thank you for this wonderful privilege. Please pray for us. Pray that the Lord would keep us faithful to his Word, and to his people, so that he might be glorified in our church. 
As we start settling in over the coming months, I must also ask you to be patient with us. I’m sure that many of you have ideas for how we can do things, and I’m sure that many of those ideas are excellent, but sometimes the most helpful thing you can do for new parents is just give them a bit of time to figure things out. We’re going to make mistakes, but if you’re a parent, you know that it’s often the mistakes that teach you the most. It’s going to take time, and it may even take some mistakes, but over time, God will use all this to shape us into the church that He wants us to be.  
As we move forward, I want you to know that our elders will have an eye towards the future – what it means for us at Sovereign Grace to do church well in this new context – but we will also have an eye towards the past, because we don’t see this as the end of your story and the beginning of ours. We see it as the continuation of a story that is being written by God himself. One divine author has been working behind the scenes from the moment that this church started in 1952, to this moment on Feb. 2, 2020, and he has been doing it all for the good of his people and for the glory of his Name. God is at work, and he will continue to work to accomplish his divine purposes. 
Some of you may remember how I tried to honour the rich heritage here the last time we had the opportunity to worship here. It was on September 15, 2019, the last Sunday morning service here at Westside until our service here this morning. I preached from the verse that’s imprinted on a plaque to the left of the front doors. Lamentations 3:23, 
“His mercies are new every morning; great is thy faithfulness.” 
Today I want to preach from verse that’s imprinted on the right side of the front doors. 2 Corinthians 4:15, 
“For it is all for your sake, so that as grace extends to more and more people it may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.” 
I believe that this verse will serve us well as we prepare for this new chapter in the story of this building, and the story of our church. I will be reading verses 13-18. 
The title of this sermon is Extending God’s Grace. My aim today is to show you that God’s Grace Extends When God’s People Live for Others.  
We will break up our text today into two points:
(1) Suffering for Your Sake
(2) Speaking for Your Sake

(1) SUFFERING FOR YOUR SAKE
At first glance, 2 Corinthians 4:15 is a simple verse with a wonderfully simple message. It’s a verse about the extending of God’s grace. God’s grace can be simply defined as his unmerited favour. It’s the love that he gives to the unlovable. It’s the strength that he gives to the weak. It’s the forgiveness that he gives to sinners. It’s the favour that he gives to those who never earned it. 
Grace is the opposite of merit. We know a lot about merit. Merit says that if you want something, you have to earn it. Higher salary? Earn it. More respect? Earn it. Self-worth? Earn it. We know what that’s all about, because we live in a world of merit. It’s a meritocracy, where the expectation is that you only have what you have earned. 
But grace is different. Grace gives you what you don’t deserve. We don’t need to earn God’s favour. We don’t need to do things to win his affection and love. If we did, it would no longer be grace. It would be merit. By definition, grace gives us what we do not deserve, and that is why grace is so radical. 
Grace is possible because of Christ. We receive grace, because he didn’t. Our favour came from his rejection.  Our innocence came from his condemnation. We get what we don’t deserve, because he got what we do deserve, which is God’s righteous judgment. On the cross, he suffered, bled and died in our place, for our sins, so that instead of wrath, we would receive grace as a free gift, available to all who put their trust in him. 
“Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me.” And one of the most amazing things about grace is that it’s contagious. Grace spreads like a sweet aroma from one person to another as Christ is proclaimed and believed upon and more and more people are transferred from the kingdom of merit to the kingdom of grace. And as that happens, all those people who have received grace join the song of amazing grace as they give thanks to God for this indescribable gift. 
That’s what verse 15 is about. It’s about the grace of God that has been shown to us in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, and it’s about how this grace extends to more and more people as the church bears witness through its words and works, and it’s about how that witness ultimately increases thanksgiving to God to the glory of God. God is the one who receives the glory, because God is the one who has made grace possible through Jesus Christ. 
We could all go home now and be satisfied, because that’s how amazing grace is, but if we did, we would be missing out on so many treasures hidden within this verse. That’s because the key to truly understanding this verse is found in the words we haven’t addressed yet. “For it is all for your sake”. 
These words remind us that we’re actually jumping into the middle of a conversation between Paul and the Corinthians. Verse 15 isn’t a stand-alone verse. It’s a verse planted within a context that infuses it with deeper meaning, which in turn provides the key to understanding the entire verse. It’s only by understanding the context that we will see precisely how God’s grace extends to more and more people. And so, that is what we are going to spend the balance of our time seeking to understand. 
It doesn’t take long to realize that the context of verse 15 is Paul’s personal suffering. That’s actually one of the main themes of the entire letter. A good example of this is this well-known passage earlier in Chapter 4 where he writes, 
“We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies.” 2 Cor. 4:8-10
This is what we need to keep in mind when we read verse 15. When Paul says, “For it is all for your sake”, he’s saying, “All the persecution, all the affliction, all the suffering, it’s all for you, so that as grace extends to more and more people it may increase thanksgiving to the glory of God.” 
In other words, it wasn’t Paul’s blessings or accomplishments or ministry highlights that led to the extending of God’s grace. It was his suffering. It seems counter-intuitive, but this is a basic axiom of the Christian faith. It is when we are weak that we are strong. It is when we are insufficient in ourselves that we find grace in Christ. It is when we are stretched far beyond our human capacities that we experience the power of God. 
Paul wrote about this in verse 7:
“But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to God and not to us.”
In verse 10:
“Always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies.”
And most famously in 12:9-10:
“But he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.’”
God’s grace extends through our suffering to others. And that means that when suffering arrives at the door of the Christian, we don’t despair. We go on the lookout for the extending of God’s grace to more and more people. When cancer hits, when you receive news about that car accident, when friends betray you, you look beyond the pain of it all with the eyes of faith and say, “God is extending his grace to me, and to others, not despite the pain, but through it. It is through this pain that God’s grace is being multiplied. That’s why I can bear it, so that God alone would be glorified.” 
That’s the power of the gospel. The gospel shows us that God extended his grace to us, not despite the suffering of his Son, but through it. It was through the mockery, and the pain, and the betrayal, and ultimately the death of Jesus Christ that we became the recipients of amazing grace, because without it, we wouldn’t be living in God’s favour. We would be living under his wrath. The only reason why grace has flowed into our lives is because it was directed there through the suffering of Christ. If that was true of Christ, shouldn’t it be true of the Christian? Shouldn’t it be true of the ones who are called by his name? Like our Lord Jesus Christ, we are called to suffer so that grace would extend to more and more people to the glory of God. 
If you’re here today and you’re a former member of Westside, I want you to see that this is what you have done for us. You have suffered for our sake. You have faced the suffering of seeing your church die with the eyes of faith, because instead of giving up, you’ve looked for an opportunity to be a blessing. And we at Sovereign Grace have been the undeserving recipients of your amazing grace. 
Grace is already spreading here among us. It has spread from you to us, and now it is our prayer that it would spread from us to the communities around us. But in order for that to happen, we need to do what you have done for us. We need to be a community that suffers for the sake of others, a community that sees suffering not as a temptation to curse, but as an opportunity to bless. Left to ourselves, this would be impossible. But by God’s amazing grace, we can become a church like that. The same grace that he has given to you will be given to us as well, so that grace would extend to more and more people and increase thanksgiving to the glory of God.  

(2) SPEAKING FOR YOUR SAKE
That’s the first thing we are to keep in mind when we read verse 15. We are to suffer for the sake of others. But there’s something else we are to keep in mind, which leads to our second point: Speaking For Your Sake. 
This really is just the companion to the first point. Part of the way that we suffer for the sake of others is by speaking about that suffering to those around us. That’s what Paul is talking about in verses 13-14. In verse 13, he says, “Since we have the same spirit of faith according to what has been written, ‘I believed, and so I spoke,’ we also believe, and so we also speak”. 
This quote “I believed, and so I spoke” is taken from Psalm 116:10. It’s a Psalm expressing intense personal suffering, but as you read the Psalm, it’s apparent that the Psalmist believed that God was with him. He has faith that God hears his prayers. He has faith that God will deliver him from his affliction. And it’s because of his faith that he can speak about how God has met him in his pain to those around him.   
That’s what Paul’s talking about in verse 13. He has the “same spirit of faith”. He believes, and so he speaks. His faith is what enabled him to speak to the Corinthians about God’s provision in the midst of his pain. He speaks, because he believes. 
We all know what it’s like when we don’t have faith, don’t we? During a rough season of life, someone asks us how we’re doing and we barely have anything to say. “Well, I’m hanging on.” “I’ve been better.” We can talk about trivial things, sure, but we can’t really talk about God, because we don’t know where he is. We don’t see him at work, and if we don’t see him, we have nothing to report. 
Our mouths become empty when our faith is empty. Speaking about God isn’t just a matter of comfort or competence. It’s a matter of faith. If we believe, we will speak. If we don’t believe, we won’t.  
But if we don’t speak, the result is that we’re depriving others of grace. Godly speech is included in the “all” of verse 15. “For it is all for your sake – the suffering, and the speaking about the suffering – so that as grace extends to more and more people it may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.” Speaking about our suffering with faith is what extends grace to others. 
Paul talks about this in Ephesians 4:29:
“Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear.” – Ephesians 4:29
We are to speak what gives grace, and much grace is given when we speak about how God has cared for us in our suffering. 
But how do we do that? How do we walk by faith when it seems like God isn’t walking beside us? How do we keep speaking about God when it seems like God isn’t speaking to us? The answer is in verse 14, where Paul reveals the source of his faith. He writes, “knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and bring us with you into his presence.” 
Paul didn’t find faith by gazing into the darkness of his suffering in order to see God at work. He found faith by looking beyond his suffering and setting his gaze upon Christ, crucified and risen from the dead. It was Christ’s resurrection and the future resurrection of every believer that gave him faith. It was his confidence that God would one day make everything wrong right again, that he would heal every wound, that he would bind up every broken heart, that he would wipe away every tear from our eyes. 
In other words, Paul’s hope wasn’t in this world. It was in the world to come. His faith didn’t depend on the shifting shadows of his circumstances. It depended on the unchanging reality of the resurrection of Jesus Christ and the future resurrection that believers will enjoy in him. When faith seemed impossible, he set his gaze upon the risen Christ and was reminded that a new day is coming, a day when “he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and bring us with you into his presence.” 
What a glorious day that will be. The more we see that day with the eyes of our hearts, the more faith we will have, and it won’t be a faith that comes and goes. It will be a faith that transcends the deepest suffering of this world and enables us to open our mouths and declare the wondrous works of God, even when it hurts. 
Our pain may bring us to our knees, but it will not shut our mouths. We will speak, and we will continue to speak, of God’s amazing grace, so that as grace extends to more and more people it may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God. 
This is one of the things I am most excited about, because here at Sovereign Grace our church is full of people who have this same spirit of faith. We are a church of people who believe, and therefore speak. And on so many occasions, as I have listened to these saints speak about the Lord, I have felt God pour out his grace into my life.  
We have been a suffering church. We have suffered the pain of death. We have suffered the pain of illness. We have suffered the pain of seeing people we love dearly walk away from the faith.  But as hard as it has been, we are better for it, because we have gone through that suffering together. How? By speaking about it. We speak about our suffering in faith, and that has given us much grace. Grace for the speaker, and grace for the hearer. Grace that increases thanksgiving, to the glory of God. 
I can’t wait for you to hear their stories. And we can’t wait to hear yours. It may take a bit of time to build relationships and get to know one another to the point that we can share one another’s suffering, but that’s how grace extends. That’s how the church will be built. 
Paul ends our text today with some of the most beautiful verses in the New Testament. As he considers his suffering, and his speaking, and his doing it all for their sake so that God would be glorified, he ends with these wonderful words: 
“So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by day. For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal.” 
My friends, we do not lose heart, not because there’s a church in this building again, not because we look around and see new and familiar faces in this sanctuary, and not because our prayers for a building have miraculously been answered by God. Those are all things that are seen. If we put our hope in things that are seen, we will inevitably be disappointed. We will inevitably lose heart. 
But if we put our hope in the things that are unseen – in the resurrection of Christ, in our future resurrection with him, and in the promise that God will take our suffering and speech and use it to bring grace to more and more people to the glory of God – it is then that we will persevere. We will not lose heart, but rejoice with hearts that are full of faith that gives grace to those around us. 

CONCLUSION
Let me conclude with two words of application.
The first is to the former members of Westside Community Church. I want you to know that we are thrilled that you’ve decided to come to our service today. I can honestly tell you that we have been more excited about meeting you and welcoming you into our church than we have been about this building. 
We want you to become part of our community. We want to learn from you, fellowship with you, and pray with you. And when suffering comes, whether in our lives or yours, we want to bear that suffering together. We know that there is so much grace to receive from you, and we want that grace, because we know that it will increase our thanksgiving to the glory of God. 
And so, please give us a chance to get to know you. Stay for lunch. Invite us into your homes. Accept our invitations to have you into our homes. Come out to our prayer meetings. Join a TAG. Become part of our community by letting your faith speak. Tell us about your greatest joys. Tell us about your greatest sorrows. Tell us how we can serve you and pray for you. 
Building a community isn’t easy, so we’re going to need your help. We’re going to ask you to give us the most precious thing that you have – your time – so that we might learn to love one another in a way that truly glorifies God.  
And for Sovereign Grace, my dear church family. I want you to look around at the new faces. Don’t see them as strangers to avoid. See them as saints to bless and be blessed by. Each of those people is a rich deposit of God’s grace that will increase your thanksgiving to the glory of God. You may not get to know all of them, at least not in the first few months, but you can get to know some of them. That’s what I encourage you to do. 
And as you think about who to approach, don’t fall into the trap of judging by outward appearances. After all, Paul says that as the outer self wastes away, the inner self is being renewed day by day. As a younger church, we’ve been praying that the Lord would one day bring seniors to our church, and now the Lord has answered that prayer. He’s brought senior saints whose inner selves are far more renewed than ours, and that means we have so much to learn and receive from them. Proverbs 20:29 says, 
“The glory of young men is their strength, gray hair the splendor of the old.” 
I love this Proverb, because it reminds us that young people have to do things in order to be impressive. Older people just have to show up. The fact that they’re still here after living through  decades of heartache and pain, and decades of being tempted by the world, the flesh, and the devil is a miracle of God’s grace. They have so much to teach us about perseverance. They have so much to teach us about God’s faithfulness. So let us pursue them, let us sit with them during our meals together, and let us speak about God’s grace in our lives, so that as grace extends to more and more people it may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God. 
