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BIBLE READING 101
FINDING CHRIST IN ALL OF SCRIPTURE
John 5:30-47
INTRODUCTION
[bookmark: _GoBack]This past week I started reading a classic book on preaching by Australian scholar Graeme Goldsworthy called “Preaching the Whole Bible as Christian Scripture.” When my wife noticed that I was reading this book one night, she was a little puzzled at the title. “Of course you preach the Bible as Christian Scripture,” she said. “How else would you preach it?” Her confusion was understandable. After all, we understand the Bible to be the Christian Scriptures, so if you’re going to preach the Bible, you’re obviously preaching the Christian Scriptures. 
What Professor Goldsworthy means by the title, however, is that the pastor is called to preach the whole Bible as Christian Scripture in distinction from Jewish Scripture, or Mormon Scripture, or the Scriptures of the Jehovah’s Witnesses. These other religions claim some or all of the books of the Bible as their Scriptures as well, and yet we wouldn’t say that they preach the whole Bible as Christian Scripture. Why? Because they don’t preach the Scriptures in such a way that they point to the central figure of Christ. To preach the whole Bible as Christian Scripture is to preach Christ from cover to cover, Genesis to Revelation, Old Testament and New Testament. 
The same can be said of reading Scripture. As Bible readers, we are to read the whole Bible as Christian Scripture. The Bible isn’t half-Jewish and half-Christian. It is all Christian, and we must read it as such. That means that we are to look for Christ, and for God’s plans to save us through Christ, regardless of where we are in our Bible reading. 
That’s what we’re going to look at as we continue our mini-series on Bible Reading 101. We learned in our first sermon that the purpose of reading the Bible is to behold God’s glory and to be transformed by it. Looking for Christ is related to this, except it adds the additional layer of showing us that we see God’s glory primarily by seeing Christ. We don’t see the fullness of God’s glory separate and apart from seeing Christ. As Paul says in 2 Corinthians 4:6, God’s glory shines “in the face of Jesus Christ.” 
We also learned in this series that there is a supernatural aspect to reading Scripture. We don’t have the resources to read the Bible properly inside of ourselves. We’re too sinful. Too ignorant. Too darkened in our understanding. We need the Holy Spirit to act on us, to open our eyes to behold wondrous things in God’s Word so that we respond to it not just with understanding, but with worship. We’ll see that the same is true in looking for Christ. We need the Holy Spirit to work in our hearts, so that we see him and treasure him throughout the entire Bible.
Last Sunday, we learned that, even though we need the Holy Spirit to help us read the Bible with a heart of worship, that doesn’t excuse us from the hard work of study. Reading the Bible isn’t easy. Searching for its meaning is like searching for hidden treasure. We need to dig. We need the right tools. We need pastors to train us and show us the way. We need fellow believers to read with so that we can dig side-by-side and not give up when we get tired. It’s no different with looking for Christ. Christ is the supreme treasure of the Scriptures, so we shouldn’t be surprised that it takes a little more study, and a little more sweat, to see how certain parts of the Bible point to him. 
The title of this sermon is Finding Christ in All of Scripture. My aim today is to show you that We Haven’t Truly Read the Bible Until We Have Seen Christ. 
We will have three points today:
(1) The Person
(2) The Problem
(3) The Plan

(1) THE PERSON
Our text today begins in the middle of an intense exchange between Jesus and the Pharisees. Jesus had just healed a man who had been lame for thirty-eight years. The man had been lying by the pool called Bethesda, which was known to bring healing whenever its waters were stirred up. The man’s predicament, however, was that he could never get into the pool quickly enough because he couldn’t walk. But then Jesus sees him, has mercy on him, and heals him with the simple words: “Get up, take up your bed, and walk.” And that’s exactly what the man did. 
This was a stunning miracle that caught the attention of the Jewish leaders, but not for the reasons you might expect. You would have expected them to seek out Jesus, to ask where he came from, to inquire about what he had come to do, and what he had to say, but they didn’t care about any of this. They only cared about one thing: Jesus appeared to have broken the rules, because he had healed the lame man on a Sabbath. 
This isn’t the first time the Jewish religious leaders confronted Jesus about his practices on the Sabbath. Their allegations that Jesus was a Sabbath-breaker, and therefore a law-breaker, and therefore a sinner were quite common. Jesus addresses the issue of the Sabbath elsewhere, but not here. Here, he responds with a statement about who he is, and what he had come to do:
“My Father is working until now, and I am working.” (John 5:17)
Jesus’ reasoning is simple. He has come to do God’s will. His Father’s will. And since his Father was at work on the Sabbath, he had to be at work as well. 
If the Jewish leaders were upset about the Sabbath healing, they were outraged now. “This man calls God his Father? Who does he think he is?” They were so incensed at this that the Apostle John tells us that they wanted to murder him. Jesus, of course, sensed their animosity, but he didn’t run. He didn’t apologize. Instead, he defended himself, proving to them that he was who he said he was: the Son of God, the One who sent him into the world to do his will. 
That’s the context of our text today. Jesus is defending his identity, and like a good defence lawyer, he proves his point by bringing forth his witnesses. Jesus doesn’t just expect the Jewish leaders to take him at his word. In verse 31, he says, “If I alone bear witness about myself, my testimony is not true.” Jesus understands that, if they’re going to believe his audacious claim that he is the Son of God, they’re going to need some corroboration, some external confirmation that Jesus is telling the truth. 
So Jesus presents three witnesses. The first is John the Baptist in verse 33. John the Baptist was a powerful prophetic voice who had significant influence among the Jews at the time. He preached a message of repentance, calling Israel to turn from their sins and return to God as they prepared for the coming of the Messiah. John baptized untold numbers of Jews in the Jordan River as they responded to his message, but he made it clear that a greater baptism was coming. He baptized with water, but another was coming who would baptize them with the Holy Spirit. 
John’s ministry led to great excitement among the Jews, because it seemed that God was about to powerfully intervene on behalf of his people. Even the Jewish leaders were excited, or as Jesus says in verse 35, “He was a burning and shining lamp, and you were willing to rejoice for a while in his light.” But as important as John was, he didn’t come to testify about himself. Yes, he may have been a “burning and shining lamp” that brought light to their darkness, but he wasn’t the source of light itself. As John said in Chapter 1, 
“He (John) was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world.” (Verses 8-9)
Who was the true light? It was none other than Jesus. This was the purpose of John’s life, to bear witness that Jesus the true light that had come into the world to bring God’s people out of the darkness of their sin. That’s why, when John saw Jesus in Chapter 1, he said, 
“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks before me, because he was before me.’” (Verses 29-30). 
That’s John’s testimony, and Jesus brings that testimony to the attention of the Jewish leaders as his first witness.  
Before he gets to the second witness, Jesus clarifies in verse 34 that he doesn’t need John’s testimony. They may need it, but he doesn’t. He doesn’t need a testimony “from man” to believe that he is the Son of God, because as he said in verse 32, “There is another who bears witness about me, and I know that the testimony that he bears about me is true.” Jesus is speaking about God. God is the hidden witness who has revealed to Jesus who he truly is, so that he doesn’t need anything or anyone else to convince him that it’s true. Of course, the Jewish leaders don’t know this, which is why Jesus points them to John. Jesus doesn’t need John’s testimony, but he speaks about his testimony so that they may be saved (verse 34). 
That’s only the beginning of Jesus’ defence. He has a greater testimony than John, which he speaks about in verse 36: “The works that the Father has given me to accomplish, the very works that I am doing, bear witness about me that the Father has sent me.” We may be tempted to think that Jesus is merely talking about miracles here, and that his reasoning is simply, “I do supernatural works, and therefore I have supernatural origins”, but that wouldn’t quite be accurate. Yes, Jesus did miracles. Up until John 5, he had done three: he turned the water into wine, he healed the official’s son, and he healed the lame man by the pool of Bethesda. Over the rest of the Gospel, John would record other miracles like walking on water, feeding the five thousand, healing the man born blind, and raising Lazarus from the dead. But here in verse 36, Jesus doesn’t just talk about miracles. He talks about “the works that the Father has given me to accomplish”. 
In other words, the second witness isn’t only miracles. It’s obedience to the Father’s will. Miracles would function as a witness only insofar as they were willed by the Father for Jesus to do. Jesus could have done all sorts of miracles, but if they weren’t willed by the Father, they weren’t witnesses to his divine identity. But if Jesus did works that were willed by the Father, those works testified that he was sent by God, whether they were miraculous or not, like reaching the Gentiles, showing mercy to repentant sinners, and most importantly, dying innocently on a cross for the sins of the guilty. Jesus proves that he was sent by God by doing the works of God, and this is most apparent in his substitutionary death on the cross for sinners. 
John the Baptist bore witness. Jesus’ works bore witness. And now we come to the most important witness of all: the Holy Scriptures themselves. 
Jesus has already spoken about God’s private witness to him in verse 32, and now he speaks about God’s public witness in verse 37. Jesus says the Father “has himself borne witness about me.” How? Through the Scriptures. Jesus says in verse 39 that “it is they that bear witness about me.” 
At this point we need to remember that, when Jesus speaks about “the Scriptures”, Jesus is speaking exclusively about the thirty-nine books of what we now know as the Old Testament. The New Testament obviously hadn’t been written yet. So when Jesus says in verse 39 that “the Scriptures bear witness about me”, he’s talking about Genesis. He’s talking about 1 Samuel. He’s talking about the Psalms and the Proverbs. He’s even talking about Leviticus. 
Jesus doesn’t leave any doubt about this when he says in verse 46 that Moses – the author of the entire Pentateuch, including Leviticus – “wrote of me.” Jesus couldn’t be clearer. The entire corpus of Old Testament writings, individually and collectively, testify about him. They speak with the Father’s voice and authority that he is the Son of God who had come to do the Father’s will. 
For those who are familiar with the Old Testament, you might think that this is a little odd. After all, you could say that the Old Testament says a lot about a bunch of other things – sacrifices, the Law, the Temple, the kings and sins of Israel – but it never once mentions the name “Jesus”, and you’d be right. And yet, if we believe Jesus – and we should – then we need to take him at his word, that the Scriptures do indeed bear witness about him, that somehow, the sacrifices, the Law, the Temple, the Kings, even the sins of Israel, all point us to him. They all point us to Christ. 
This is what scholars call “the comprehensive hermeneutical key” of the whole Bible (DA Carson, PNTC Commentary), which is just a fancy way of saying that reading the Bible through the lens of Christ is the only thing that will make sense of it all. It’s the only way we will truly understand how the whole story fits together. 
That’s because the Bible isn’t ultimately about morality, or about eternal life, or even about salvation. It’s about a person, and about how all of human history has been ordained by God to prepare the way for this person. 
And so, every time we open our Bibles, whether in the privacy of our homes or in public worship on a Sunday afternoon, we want to be on the lookout for this person, because Christ is the center of it all. Christ is the hidden treasure that we’re searching for, but we won’t find him if we don’t look for him. 
This is how we must read the Bible: to behold God’s glory in the face of Jesus Christ. We do this, not because it’s trendy, or because it’s pragmatic, or because it’s “Reformed”. We do it because Jesus said that the Scriptures testify about him.  

(2) THE PROBLEM
This isn’t always an easy task. It takes skill. It takes study. It takes the help of people who know the Bible way better than we do. But most importantly, it takes a changed heart. As John Piper puts it,
“The greatest obstacles to reading the Scriptures are not intellectual. They are not lack of skill. Rigorous thinking and literary skills matter…But nothing creates as great a barrier to seeing what is really there in Scripture as a heart that loves other things more than God.” (Reading the Bible Supernaturally, p. 209)
That’s what we’re going to see as we get to our second point: The Problem. 
Remember that Jesus is speaking to the Jewish religious leaders here in John 5. It was a group that would have included priests and Pharisees, religious scholars who were skilled in reading, studying, and teaching the Bible.  And yet, Jesus says in verse 37 that they’ve never heard God’s voice. They’ve never seen his glory. And, in verse 38, he says, “you do not have his word abiding in you”. 
How could that be? How could Jesus say that the ones who had devoted their entire lives to God’s Word had never heard God’s voice, and that his word was not abiding in them? Because of the rest of verse 38: “for you do not believe the one whom he has sent.” 
This was the sign that they had never heard God’s voice in God’s Word. They didn’t believe in him. God’s sheep know God’s voice. It doesn’t matter if it comes from the Scriptures or from the person of Jesus Christ. If they had truly heard God’s voice in the Scriptures, they would have heard God’s voice in Jesus. But when the Jewish leaders listened to him, all they heard was a rabble rouser. A trouble maker. A radical who threatened to overturn their religious order. Jesus says this was proof that they never heard God’s voice. All those years of studying the Bible were completely fruitless as they heard without ever truly hearing. 
How did this happen? What was the problem? Jesus begins explaining the problem by pointing out that they were reading the Scriptures for the wrong purpose. They weren't reading to get God. They were reading to get something from God, and that something was eternal life. Jesus says in verse 39: "You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life", and in so doing, they ignored the fact that "it is they that bear witness about me." 
What you're looking for in the Scriptures makes all the difference. If you're only looking for eternal life, you're not going to get it, because you'll have missed the one who gives eternal life. But if you're looking for God - to know him, love him, live for him, and worship him - you'll not only find him, but receive the eternal life that he gives to those who know him. D.A. Carson puts it this way:
"Jesus insists that there is nothing intrinsically life-giving about studying the Scriptures, if one fails to discern their true content and purpose. These are the Scriptures, Jesus says that testify about me." (D.A. Carson)
Why do you read the Scriptures? Do you read them primarily to receive comfort about your eternal fate? To receive assurance that you'll go to heaven and not hell when you die? If that's your primary motivation for reading the Scriptures, then you also have failed to discern their true content and purpose, and you will not receive life. You won't find Jesus in your Bible reading. You won't truly believe that he is the one God sent for your salvation and your joy. And you will not have heard God's voice. 
That's one reason why they were failing, but it's not the main one. Reading to get God's gifts rather than God himself is just a symptom of a deeper problem in the heart, which Jesus gets to in verse 42: "But I know that you do not have the love of God within you." 
They reason why they read to get God's gifts rather than God himself was because they didn't actually love God. Instead, they loved something else, something far less valuable than the infinite value of God: the petty praises of men. That's what Jesus says in verse 44: "How can you believe, when you receive glory from one another and do not seek the glory that comes from the only God?" 
John Piper said that the greatest obstacle to Bible reading isn't in the mind. It's in the heart. It's in the fact that we love other things more than we love God. And one of the things we love more than we love God is the love of other people. That's what Jesus is saying in verse 44 about the religious leaders. They didn't see Jesus in the Scriptures, because they didn't love God, and they didn't love God because they loved the love of other people too much. 
Jesus wasn't like that. He says in verse 41 that "I do not receive glory (or praise) from people". He doesn't need it. Why? Because he receives praise from God. Glory from God. And for Jesus, that was sufficient to satisfy his soul, because there was nothing that Jesus loved more than God. 
What do you love more than God? Perhaps you're like the Jewish leaders and you love receiving glory from other people more than the glory of knowing God. You live for people's approval. You live for their applause. You live for those moments when people look at you and admire you for your profound insights, or your career accomplishments, or your physical beauty. You're so busy striving to get people's eyes on you that you never set your eyes on God.  
Maybe it's something else. Maybe you love something else more than you love God, like your kids, or your spouse, or your material possessions. Whatever it is, we need to recognize that our love for God, or lack of love for God, is tied to how much we love other things. Love for God isn’t just a matter of quantity. It’s a matter of competition. There is a war going on for our affections. If our love for God is weak, it’s because our love for other things is too strong.  
That was the fundamental problem for the Jewish leaders, and it's ours as well. We will always struggle with hearing God's voice, seeing his glory, and having his word abide in us until we can say with Jesus, "I do not receive glory from people, or career, or kids, or things. I receive glory from God. That is the one thing I want. That is the one thing I need. That is the one thing that will satisfy my soul and make me eternally happy in God." The closer we get to that kind of love for God, the more clearly we will hear God's voice, and see God's glory in the face of Christ in all of the Scriptures. 
 
(3) THE PLAN
So what can we do to see more of Christ in the Scriptures? Where do we start? Let me give you some practical application as we transition to our third point: The Plan. 
It's hard to accomplish anything meaningful without a plan. You don't build a house by showing up at the building site and just randomly deciding what to do next. You need a plan if you're going to get it done right, and get it done well. It's no different with spiritual growth. Sometimes I think we over-spiritualize our spiritual lives by expecting spiritual growth to just come spontaneously. Sometimes God works like that, but the typical way he works in us is through the ordinary, day-to-day spiritual disciplines that we practice and plan. 
So as we formulate a plan to grow in our Bible reading, we need to target two areas: the heart, and the mind. We’ve already seen that the greatest obstacles lie in the heart, but that doesn't mean that there are no obstacles in the mind. We touched on some of these last Sunday. But when it comes to finding Christ in all of Scripture, we face additional obstacles. 
One of the main obstacles to this particular way of reading the Bible is simply ignorance. Not many of us have been trained to read the Bible in a Christo-centric, or Christ-centered way. Even those of us who grew up going to Sunday school likely heard the Old Testament stories as separate events rather than a cohesive whole that functions together to point to the person of Jesus Christ. We've been taught to read the Bible for its moral lessons rather than its gospel lessons, and as a result, we're not very well equipped to find Christ in all of Scripture. 
That has changed a lot recently, especially when it comes to children's material. Books like Sally Lloyd-Jones' Jesus Storybook Bible, or Kevin DeYoung's The Biggest Story, or the Sunday School curriculum “The Gospel Project” (which we use at our church) are tremendous resources to teach kids how to read the whole Bible as Christian Scripture. But what about resources for adults? Where's the Jesus Storybook Bible for grownups? Here are a few resources:
· The Gospel Transformation Bible
· How to Read the Bible through the Jesus Lens by Michael Williams
· God’s Big Picture: Tracing the Storyline of the Bible by Vaughan Roberts
· The True Story of the Whole World: Finding Your Place in the Biblical Drama by Craig Bartholomew and Michael Goheen
· The God Who is There: Finding Your Place in God’s Story by D.A. Carson
Reading good books that show us how to find Christ in all of Scripture is one of the best ways we can target the mind. 
What about the heart? How do we grow in our love for God so that we hear his voice, see his glory, and have his word abiding in us, that we might believe and worship Jesus? This isn't as simple, because no one can change their hearts. Only God can. We need the Holy Spirit to act on us, and reorder our loves, so that God receives the firstfruits of our affections and not anything else. 
I think it's important to remember that Jesus and the religious leaders existed on opposite ends of what is really a spectrum. Jesus had perfect love for God, the religious leaders had no love for God, and ordinary Christians like us exist somewhere in between. If you're a Christian, you’re a little like Jesus, and you’re a little like the religious leaders. You have a love for God, but that love isn’t perfect. Day to day, you struggle with loving other things more, but you love God enough to hear the voice of God, believe the word of God, and trust the Son of God. 
Growing in this love is our daily aim. In fact, you could say that the entire purpose of our lives is to grow in our love for God. If you’re a Christian, you know how to do that. You read the Word. You worship with God’s people. You have true, biblical fellowship. You kill your sin. And most importantly, you pray. You cry out to God for his supernatural work in your life to soften your heart and awaken your affections for him. And as you do, God will answer that prayer and help you see more and more of the beauty and glory of Christ in the Scriptures, so that you might believe him and worship him. 
And if you’re here today and you find yourself closer to the religious leaders’ end of the spectrum than Jesus’ end of the spectrum because you have almost no love for God, I invite you to consider this: God doesn’t love us because we first loved him. We love God because he first loved us. How did he love us? Romans 5:8 - “But God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” Jesus Christ laid down his life for sinners like us, bearing in his body the penalty that we deserved, so that all who trust in him could be completely forgiven of their sins and adopted into the family of God. 
That’s how the Christian journey begins. That’s how love for God is birthed. It comes from knowing God’s deep and rich love for you displayed in the sacrifice of his Son. The more we know this love, the more we will love him in return  

