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                                        Today's Text: Titus 1:5-9

          There Are Measurable Characteristics That Identify Qualified Pastors

1. The Man's Family (vs 6)

2. The Man Himself  (vs 7-8)

3. The Man's Teaching (vs 9)

1. Family Qualifications (Titus 1:6)

           Questions to ask to evaluate a potential Elder's marriage

1. Does this man demonstrate his faithfulness to his wife by refusing to let other competing affections squeeze out the centrality of his marriage in his life? Or is he married to work more than his wife? Does he give more attention to his children or parents  or other people than to the needs of his wife?

2. Does the spiritual maturity and commitment of his wife demonstrate his ongoing spiritual leadership and investment into her life? Or is does her lagging commitment & maturity level indicate a lack of spiritual leadership on his part?

3. Is the man careful in his interactions with other women? Is he careful to avoid potentially compromising situations like meeting with a woman alone?

4. Is there obvious affection between the husband and wife? Or do they function more like two business partners? Do they separate lives under one roof or are they truly united?

5. Does the man make godly entertainment choices that preserve his purity? Is he embattled in pornography or does he set up clear fences in his life to protect his sexual purity and his faithfulness to his wife?

     (Based on Finding Faithful Elders and Deacons by Thabiti Anyabwile)

Even a child makes himself known by his acts, by whether his conduct is pure and upright. Prov 20:11

He must manage his own household well, with all dignity keeping his children submissive, for if someone does not know how to manage his own household, how will he care for God's church? 1 Tim 3:4-5 

       Questions to ask to evaluate a potential Elder's parenting

1. How does this mans wife speak about her husbands involvement and leadership of his children? Is he an absent father? A passive father? Or a caring involved father?

2. Do his children speak about him respectfully when speaking to others? Do they display affection for him, as well as honor in the way they respond to him? 

3. Do the children believe that their father is qualified for this responsibility (if older)?

       (Based on Finding Faithful Elders and Deacons by Thabiti Anyabwile)

