                 Revival Begins with a Powerful Encounter with God's Word

                                      Today's Text: Nehemiah 8:1-12 

A Hunger and High View of The Word (Neh 8:1-6)

Thus says the LORD: "Stand by the roads, and look, and ask for the ancient paths, where the good way is; and walk in it, and find rest for your souls. Jer 6:16

An Explanation and Exhortation of the Word (Neh 8:7-12)

Who can discern his errors? Declare me innocent from hidden faults.  Ps 19:12

Give me understanding, that I may keep your law and observe it with my whole heart. Psalm 119:34

“This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn or weep.” Neh 8:9

“This day is holy to our Lord. And do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your

 strength.” Neh 8:10

“Be quiet, for this day is holy; do not be grieved.” Neh 8:11

You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about me, yet you refuse to come to me that you may have life. John 5:39-40

For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be my people. And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more."  Jer 31:33-34

The LORD your God is in your midst...he will rejoice over you with gladness...he will exult over you with loud singing.  Zeph 3:17

                                                      The Road to Joy

Am I more aware of my own sin.. or of God's forgiveness and grace toward me? 

Am I more aware of others irritating sins and weaknesses, or of God's delight and joy over them? 

Have I indulged any of these joy killers? Bitterness? Sensual lusts? Laziness? Self Pity? Ingratitude? 

Am I preaching the gospel to myself regularly? 

Do I ever express my gratitude to God privately?...or just my wish list? 
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