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Elders who do their work well should be respected and paid well, especially those who work hard at both preaching and teaching. 1 Tim 5:17 NLT

Today's Scripture: 1 Peter 5:1-4 

What kind of leader does the church need to not only survive, but even flourish in times of persecution? 

                         Holy Leaders are Essential for Healthy Churches

1. Elders Function in Plurality (vs 1)

And when they had appointed elders for them in every church, with prayer and fasting they committed them to the Lord in whom they had believed. Acts 14:23

Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. James 5:14

2. Elders Carry Special Responsibilities (vs 1-2)

Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in preaching and teaching. 1 Tim 5:17

3. Elders Face Unique Temptations (vs 2-3)

The weak you have not strengthened, the sick you have not healed, the injured you have not bound up, the strayed you have not brought back, the lost you have not sought, and with force and harshness you have ruled them. Ezek 34:4

“The use of this particular word is possibly a metaphor suggesting the idea of a divine appointment of this particular people to the care of these particular elders. The presbyteroi need to recognize the Christian believers among them as the sheep assigned by God to their care, and similarly the believers need to acknowledge the presbyteroi as their allotted leaders” Karen Jobes – Commentary on 1 Peter

4. Elders Receive a Sure Reward (vs 4)

So guard yourselves and God's people. Feed and shepherd God's flock—His church, purchased with His own blood—over which the Holy Spirit has appointed you as elders. Acts 20:28 NLT

