             Overcoming Opposition as a Community of Faith        Oct 20, 2013   

                                Todays Scripture: Neh 4:15-23

“So that we would not be outwitted by Satan; for we are not ignorant of his designs.” 

 2 Corth 2:11 

                                               Stay Alert and Keep Building

He canceled the record of the charges against us and took it away by nailing it to the cross. In this way, He disarmed the spiritual rulers and authorities. He shamed them publicly by His victory over them on the cross. So don't let anyone condemn you. Col 2:14-15 NLT

Before we push forward into application, we need to lean back on on the accomplishments of Jesus on the cross. 

              Watch! (Pay attention to ways Satan is trying to get to you)

(1) Watch how you relate to others you disagree with

For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: "You shall love your neighbor as yourself." But if you bite and devour one another, watch out that you are not consumed by one another. But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. Gal 5:14-16

(2) Watch out for divisive people who undermine church unity

I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and create obstacles contrary to the doctrine that you have been taught; avoid them. For such persons do not serve our Lord Christ, but their own appetites, and by smooth talk and flattery they deceive the hearts of the naive. Romans 16:17-18

          Work (Refuse to STOP building others up. Keep investing in others!)

   (3) Never give up serving others, using your gifts, and building into others

        because God will reward you! 

      So, my dear brothers and sisters, be strong and immovable. Always work enthusiastically for the Lord, for you know that nothing you do for the Lord is ever useless....So let's not get tired of doing what is good. At just the right time we will reap a harvest of blessing if we don't give up. Therefore, whenever we have the opportunity, we should do good to everyone—especially to those in the family of faith....For God is not unjust. He will not forget how hard you have worked for Him and how you have shown your love to Him by caring for other believers, as you still do.  1 Corth 15:58, Gal 6:9-10, Heb 6:10

                                                                             PAGE 2

