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                                        Today's Text Gal 6:12-16 

A Christian is a Re-Created Person Who is Totally Dependent on the Cross for Their Acceptance 

1. A True Christian Looks to the Cross for Acceptance and Meaning (12-14)

“If your mindset is governed by the fear of being rejected and the love of being praised, you cannot embrace Christ crucified. No one who is enslaved to the praise of men will join Christ on the Calvary Road” John Piper

For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.  1Corth 1:18

“All of us have inflated views of ourselves, especially in self-righteousness, until we have visited a place called Calvary. It is there, at the foot of the cross, that we shrink to our true size” Stott p 179

                                 (Cross Diagram)

I once thought these things were valuable, but now I consider them worthless because of what Christ has done. Yes, everything else is worthless when compared with the infinite value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For His sake I have discarded everything else, counting it all as garbage, so that I could gain Christ  (Phil 3:7-8)

2. A True Christian Exhibits the New Heart Given by the Holy Spirit (15-16)

“Neither a devoted religious life or an irreligious secular life is the issue that truly matters. What matters is whether or not God has given you a new spiritual life”

“New creation implies a new nature with a new system of desires, affections, and habits, all wrought through the supernatural ministry of the Holy Spirit in the life of the true believer” Timothy George p 438

And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules.  (Eze 36:26-27)

 “There is a difference between having a rational judgement that honey is sweet, and having a sense of its sweetness. A man may have the former, that knows not how honey tastes; but a man can’t have the latter, unless he has an idea of the taste of honey in his mind” Jonathan Edwards in the message “A Divine and Supernatural Light”

“Suppose I had the power to hold out to you two hands for your choosing. In one hand is the mercy of God to forgive all your sins and the peace of God for your eternal enjoyment. And in the other hand was every desirable thing the world could offer you (money, leisure, health, popularity, big business savvy, a spouse---you name it)  but no mercy from God and no final peace with him. Which would you want?” John Piper

