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                                      EASTER -  2013

                                      5 Questions 
1. Was Jesus’ resurrection something simply invented by the early   

church? 
2. Is belief in the resurrection necessary to be a Christian?

3. Does the resurrection make any difference in the day-to-day 

    life of Christians?

4. Does the resurrection make any difference to our attitude 

    toward death and our future existence?
5. Does the resurrection make any difference to those who reject 

    Christ?

1. Was Jesus’ resurrection something invented by the early   

church? 
The same day Sadducees came to him, who say that there is no resurrection, and they asked him a question. Matt 22:23
Now when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked. Acts 17:32

For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let your Holy One see corruption. You have made known to me the paths of life; you will make me full of gladness with your presence.' "Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about the patriarch David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. Being therefore a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would set one of his descendants on his throne, he foresaw and spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption. Acts 2:27-31
Then he said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" And Peter answered, "The Christ of God." he strictly charged and commanded them to tell this to no one, saying, "The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised." Luke 9:20-22
The resurrection accounts are rich and diverse. There is no way they can be reduced to mass hallucination. Jesus appeared to many people many times over a period of 40 days or so. He appeared to ones and twos; he appeared to as many as five hundred at a time; he appeared to the apostles more than once; he appeared in locked rooms; he appeared on the seashore and ate some fish that he was cooking for them. The witnesses multiply. He shows up when they are not expecting him, and he shows up when they are. He cannot be categorized or dismissed or domesticated. The resurrection appearances are simply too frequent, too diverse, and supported by too many witnesses. What do you do with them? If you think the early Christians made this up or were somehow hoodwinked or fell victims to mass psychology of some sort, it is hard to explain why they were willing to die for their faith. If the resurrection is a fairy story a bit like “Hansel and Gretel,” my question is, “How many have offered to die for Hansel and Gretel?” But the early Christians were willing to die for their conviction that Jesus had risen from the dead. They had seen him, touched him, handled him, eaten with him, after he had risen from the dead—and they were transformed by him. In fact, he promised them resurrection bodies of their own one day. They believed that he was Lord. D.A.Carson, The God Who is There, p.162-163
And as they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple and the Sadducees came upon them, greatly annoyed because they were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the dead. Acts 4:1-2
And with great power the apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. Acts 4:33
Some of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers also conversed with him. And some said, "What does this babbler wish to say?" Others said, "He seems to be a preacher of foreign divinities"--because he was preaching Jesus and the resurrection. Acts 17:18
2. Is belief in the resurrection necessary to be a Christian?
Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain. We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified about God that he raised Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised.For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied. But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 1 Corth 15:12-20
It will be counted to us who believe in him who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification. Rom 4:24-25
We can only be saved if we believe in his resurrection
If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. Rom 10:9
3. Does the resurrection make any difference in the day to day 
    life of Christians?

We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. Rom 6:4

Even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ--by grace you have been saved--and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus. Eph 2:5-6

That you may know what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the working of his great might that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places. Eph 1:19-20
4. Does the resurrection make any difference to our attitude 
    toward death and our future existence?

Q - What benefits do believers receive from Christ at death?

A - The souls of believers are at their death made perfect in holiness, and do immediately pass into glory, and their bodies being united to Christ, do rest in their graves till the resurrection.

         The Westminster Shorter Catechism (1647) question #37

For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 1 Corth 15:21

After my skin has been thus destroyed, yet in my flesh I shall see God, whom I shall see for myself, and my eyes shall behold, and not another. My heart faints within me! Job 19:26-27
But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself. Phil 3:20-21
5. Does the resurrection make any difference to those who reject 
    Christ?
Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his voice and come out, those who have done good to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment. John 5:28-29
There will be a resurrection of both the just and the unjust. Acts 24:15

The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead. Acts 17:30-31
                                        Conclusion
1. If there is no resurrection, hedonism makes sense because life is 

    ultimately meaningless
If the dead are not raised, "Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die." 1 Corth 15:32
If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. Col 3:1-2
2.  The resurrection is the basis of our belief in Scripture and what it 
     says
When therefore he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this, and they believed the Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. John 2:22
3. The resurrection is what makes Jesus utterly unique among all 

     the religious leaders in the world
This Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it. Acts 2:23-24
Concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh and was declared to be the Son of God in power by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord. Rom 1:3-4
The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death from continuing in office, but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues forever. Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them. Hebrews 7:23-25
For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus. 1 Tim 2:5
