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“My daughter has just turned six. Some time over the next year or so, she will discover that her parents are weird. We’re weird because we go to church. This means—well, as she gets older there’ll be voices telling her what it means, getting louder and louder until by the time she’s a teenager they’ll be shouting in her right ear.

It means that we believe in a load of bronze-age absurdities.…that were too stupid to understand the irrationality of our creeds…that we think everyone who disagrees with us is going to roast for all eternity…that we destroy the spontaneity and hopefulness of children by implanting a sick mythology in young minds…that we have an imaginary friend, that we believe in a sky pixie, that we prostrate ourselves before a god who has the reality status of Santa Claus…”  Francis Spufford, Unapologetic, p. 1-3
                   Today’s Scripture: Matt 22:23-33. 

 Answer Difficult Questions by Examining the Underlying Assumptions
1. Discern Doubts
(a) Realize Doubts are the Result of Underlying Beliefs (vs 23)
(b) Realize all Doubts are Not Equally Valid (vs 24-28)

2. Deal with Doubts
(c) Address Doubts by Exposing the Missing Knowledge (vs 29)
(d) Address Doubts by Explaining the Missing Knowledge (vs 30-32)
Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe." Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe." Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed." John 20:24-29
