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If I were to ask you why we celebrate Christmas, I think most of you would say that it’s a celebration of Christ’s birth.
But if you think about it that doesn’t really answer the question?

I mean, most of us like celebrating birthdays with family members and friends, but we don’t expect the whole world to celebrate with us do we?!

So we need to think carefully why we treat Christ’s birth very differently than every other birth that we celebrate. What makes Jesus’ birth unique and worth celebrating around the world?

You see, if we forget that, then Christ’s birth soon fades into just a religious tradition—a sort of minor theme to the gift giving and family time we all love.

I love giving gifts as I know many of you do. And its fun to get gifts too!

It’s wonderful to spend time together with family over special food. It’s a time of feasting and celebration as it should be!

But I think if we understand what makes Christ’s birth so unique among all the births on earth, it will add significant depth to the celebration we enjoy with our family and friends.

So for the next few moments, I would like to consider why Christ’s birth was completely unique among all the births in our world.
Let me read the passage that gives us some of the startling facts about Jesus’ very unique birth. If you have a Bible turn to Luke 1:31-35. If you don’t have a Bible, you can follow along on the Power Point on the screen.

                       Read Luke 1:31-35       PRAYER
Today I would like to focus primarily on one verse from our reading - verse 35. 

Mary knows that babies don’t come out of nowhere. That’s why she asks the question in verse 34 “How will this be, since I am a virgin”.
The Answer the angel gives is that “the Holy Spirit will come upon you and the power of the Most High will overshadow you”

The word “overshadow” that is used is a rare word. It is used only a few times in the entire Bible. Before the time of Christ, 70 Scholars translated the Hebrew OT into the common language spoken in the Roman Empire—Koine Greek. This Greek Translation of the OT is called the Septuagint.

The NT was also written in Koine Greek. Now the Greek word for overshadowed is the same word used in Exodus 40:34 to describe the Shekinah glory of God descending on the Tabernacle they had just built (this was the mobile version of the massive temple that was built later in Jerusalem). 

Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. Exod 40:34
The word translated “covered” is the same word used in Luke 1:35 that is translated as “overshadowed”. In both places it means the presence of God, in all his glory coming down to earth.

But heres the difference. In the OT God was coming down and making a temple-like building the place where his presence dwelt. But in the case of Mary, God is now making her womb the place where his presence dwells! Mary's womb is going to be the Holy of Holies where God’s holy presence lives!
So this will not be a sexual conception, but a supernatural conception. Jesus’ birth is totally unique because Jesus is no ordinary man. We must not think of Jesus as some kind of freak of nature who is sort of a divine-human hybrid that is half God and half human. 
The church has always maintained that he is one person possessing two natures. The full nature of a human and the full nature of God. These natures are neither mixed nor confused. They were held together in perfect symmetry in the human baby born in Bethlehem 2000 years ago! Listen to how the theologian Wayne Grudem describes this mystery:
The Virgin Birth alone insured both the full deity and full humanity of Jesus. If God had created Jesus a complete human being in heaven and sent him to earth apart from any human parent, it is difficult to see how he could be truly a man. If God had sent his Son into the world through both a human father and mother, it is difficult to see how he could be truly God. Rather, God, in his wisdom, ordained a combination of human and divine influence in the birth of Christ, so that his full humanity would be evident to us from the fact of his ordinary human birth from a human mother, and his full deity would be evident from the fact of his conception in Mary's womb by the powerful work of the Holy Spirit. Wayne Grudem,  Systematic Theology, p. 530
And why was this even necessary in the first place? Here my friends is the amazing part of all this!

God created us to know and love him but that relationship has been broken by our desire to rule over ourselves rather than have God rule over us. That desire to control our own lives is what the Bible calls “sin”.
And this “sin” was no small thing. It ended up taking over our hearts and controlling them. Some tried religious observance to try to fight sin’s power but instead found themselves condemned by the exacting requirements of God’s moral law. 
How good is good enough? Besides that, how does one deal with the sin problem and its consequences? Religion and human attempts at goodness didn’t have the answer.

Others just gave up and lived immoral lives. They tried to create their own meaning by filling their lives with possessions and pleasures and status symbols. But that was empty too. And sin’s power was left untouched.
The sad fact is that humans are utterly incapable of saving themselves or dealing with the power of sin’s control over their lives. The situation was hopeless….or so it seemed. If we can’t save ourselves, how can we be saved? Only one way. God would have to do it for us, on our behalf. He would have to suffer the terrible consequence for our human rebellion Himself. He would have to die in our place, for our sins—out of sheer love for us!

But how? How could God die? God cannot die! …Unless of course he joined himself to our humanity and added a human nature and body to his divine nature. If the Son of God added humanness to himself—if he became physical, he could be capable of death. So God the Son became a human being—born as a baby, so that one day he could die on the cross for our sins.
THIS is why we celebrate Christmas my friends! This is why Jesus’ birth is completely unique! Our gift giving is so appropriate because it is a small reflection and celebration of God ultimate gift to us—HIMSELF.
Have you entered into the relationship that God is offering to you in Christ? Or are you still running your own life, your own way? The only appropriate way of responding to God’s gift of HIMSELF for you, is by giving the gift of YOURSELF back to him. Have you ever done that? You can do that today. This Christmas, you can exchange gifts with Jesus and be forever changed!!

