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                    Today’s Scripture: Matt 19:3-12      
Singleness Provides a Unique Opportunity to Display the Surrendered Life
1. Single, but not by Choice

The LORD said to him, "Who has made man's mouth? Who makes him mute, or deaf, or seeing, or blind? Is it not I, the LORD? Exod 4:11
The LORD is good to all, and his mercy is over all that he has made. Ps 145:9

“At any age the single woman needs to respect herself as a sexual being whom God created. She is not less sexual for not being married. Sex has to do with the biological drive for union with one of the opposite sex. Sexuality has to do with our whole personhood as a woman or man. It has to do with the ways we express ourselves in relation to others.” Ada Lum, Single and Human p.44-45

“I enjoy Leon and Dick. I respect them. I like to hear them talk about masculine things in masculine ways. I am pleased when they treat me thoughtfully…with care and discretion. A single woman can and should be a real woman to the men around her” Ada Lum, Single and Human p.44-45

2. Single by Choice

I want you to be free from anxieties. The unmarried man is anxious about the things of the Lord, how to please the Lord. But the married man is anxious about worldly things, how to please his wife, and his interests are divided….I say this for your own benefit, not to lay any restraint upon you, but to promote good order and to secure your undivided devotion to the Lord. 1 Cor 7:32-35
Singleness Provides a Unique Opportunity to Display the Surrendered Life
Through no fault or choice of my own, I am unable to express my sexuality in the beauty and intimacy of Christian marriage, as God intended when he created me a sexual being in his own image. To seek to do this outside of marriage is, by the clear teaching of scripture, to sin against God and against my own nature. As a committed Christian, then, I have no alternative but to live a life of voluntary celibacy. I must be chaste not only in body, but in mind and spirit as well. Since I am now in my 60’s I think that my experience of what this means is valid. I want to go on record as having proved that those who are committed to do God’s will, his commands are his enablings…” Margaret Clarkson, Singleness: His Share for Me p. 14-15

Behold, the hour is coming, indeed it has come, when you will be scattered, each to his own home, and will leave me alone. Yet I am not alone, for the Father is with me. John 16:32
    Behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age. Matt 28:20
