
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search 
of the one that went astray? And if he finds it, truly, I say to you, he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that never went astray. So it is not 
the will of my Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones should perish. 
 “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother.  But if he 
does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses.  If he refuses to 
listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly, I say to you, 
whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Again I say to you, if two of you agree 
on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among 
them.” 
 Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, 
“I do not say to you seven times, but seventy-seven times. 
 “Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his servants. When he began to settle, one was 
brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all 
that he had, and payment to be made. So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And out 
of pity for him, the master of that servant released him and forgave him the debt.  But when that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow ser-
vants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ So his fellow servant fell down and 
pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ He refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. When his fellow 
servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that had taken place. Then his master 
summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. And should not you have had mercy on 
your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt.  So also my heavenly 
Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.” Matt 18: 12-35 
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Relationships	
  Are	
  Restored	
  by	
  Redemptively	
  Addressing	
  Each	
  Ones	
  Sin	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

1. Redemptively	
  Addressing	
  the	
  Offending	
  One	
  (Matt	
  18:15-­‐20)	
  
	
  

Dear	
  brothers	
  and	
  sisters,	
  if	
  another	
  believer	
  is	
  overcome	
  by	
  some	
  sin,	
  you	
  who	
  are	
  godly	
  should	
  gently	
  and	
  humbly	
  help	
  that	
  person	
  back	
  onto	
  
the	
  right	
  path.	
  And	
  be	
  careful	
  not	
  to	
  fall	
  into	
  the	
  same	
  temptation	
  yourself.	
  Gal	
  6:1	
  
	
  

2. Redemptively	
  Addressing	
  the	
  Offended	
  One	
  (Matt	
  18:21-­‐35)	
  
	
  
“I	
  tried	
  to	
  smile,	
  I	
  struggled	
  to	
  raise	
  my	
  hand.	
  I	
  could	
  not.	
  I	
  felt	
  nothing,	
  not	
  the	
  slightest	
  spark	
  of	
  warmth	
  or	
  charity.	
  And	
  so	
  again	
  I	
  breathed	
  a	
  
silent	
  prayer.	
  “Jesus,	
  I	
  cannot	
  forgive	
  him.	
  Give	
  me	
  forgiveness”.	
  As	
  I	
  took	
  his	
  hand	
  the	
  most	
  incredible	
  thing	
  happened.	
  From	
  my	
  shoulder	
  
along	
  my	
  arm	
  and	
  through	
  my	
  hand	
  a	
  current	
  seemed	
  to	
  pass	
  from	
  me	
  to	
  him,	
  while	
  into	
  my	
  heart	
  sprang	
  a	
  love	
  for	
  this	
  stranger	
  that	
  almost	
  
overwhelmed	
  me.	
  And	
  so	
  I	
  discovered	
  that	
  it	
  is	
  not	
  our	
  forgiveness	
  any	
  more	
  than	
  on	
  our	
  goodness	
  that	
  the	
  world’s	
  healing	
  hinges,	
  but	
  on	
  HIS.	
  
When	
  he	
  tells	
  us	
  to	
  love	
  our	
  enemies,	
  he	
  gives,	
  along	
  with	
  the	
  command,	
  the	
  love	
  itself.”	
  Corrie	
  Ten	
  Boom,	
  The	
  Hiding	
  Place	
  
	
  

Questions	
  to	
  Consider	
  
	
   	
   	
  1. What did you learn about “forgiveness” from Matt 18:12-35 

2. What does God expect from the offender and the person offended? 
3. How do you normally respond to family members and friends when there is conflict or wrongdoing? 

a. Say nothing, but inside you are angry 
b. Say nothing and talk to other people about how you have been mistreated? 
c. Talk to the family member or friend about the issue? 

         4. What approach would you take to resolving relational conflict based on Sunday’s teaching? 
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