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Since Jesus Shatters Our Assumptions, Many Stumble Over Him
                Today’s Scripture:  Matthew 12:22-50 
You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy… For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. Isa 9:3-4
1. A Description of People Stumbling Over Jesus (12:22-32)
I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.
I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Matt 16:18-19
“The distinction between blasphemy against the Son of Man and blasphemy against the Spirit is not that the Son of Man is less important than the Spirit…instead, within the context of the larger argument, the first sin is rejection of the truth of the gospel (but there may be repentance and forgiveness for that), whereas the second sin is rejection of the same truth in full awareness that that is exactly what one is doing—thoughtfully, wilfully, and self-consciously rejecting the work of the Spirit…it is a self –conscious perception of where the truth lies and the light shines—and a wilful turning away from it.” D.A. Carson
2. The Roots of Peoples Stumbling Over Jesus (12:33-42)
The judgment is based on this fact: God's light came into the world, but people loved the darkness more than the light, for their actions were evil. All who do evil hate the light and refuse to go near it for fear their sins will be exposed. John 3:19-20 NLT

I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. 
And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart 
of flesh. And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my 
statutes and be careful to obey my rules. Ezek 36:26-27
No one can take My life from Me. I sacrifice it voluntarily. For I have the authority to lay it down when I want to and also to take it up again. John 10:18 NLT
3. How to Avoid Stumbling Over Jesus (12:43-50)
You are now a slave of Christ. God paid a high price for you, so don't be 
enslaved by the world. 1 Corth 7:22-23 NLT
“If faith matters above all else, then whatever hinders faith must be forsaken” W. D. Davies
