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Today’s Scripture Text:  Eph 6:10-20     
“The long, dull, monotonous years of middle-aged prosperity or middle aged adversity are excellent campaigning weather. You see, it is so hard for these creatures to persevere. The routine of adversity, the gradual decay of youthful loves and youthful hopes, the quiet despair (hardly felt as pain) of ever overcoming chronic temptations with which we have again and again defeated them, the drabness which we create in their lives, and the inarticulate resentment with which we teach them to respond to it—all this provides admirable opportunities of wearing out a soul by attrition. If, on the other hand, the middle years prove prosperous, our position is even stronger. Prosperity knits a man to the World. He feels he is “finding his place in it,” while really it is finding its place in him. His increasing reputation, his widening circle of acquaintances, his sense of importance, the growing pressure of absorbing and agreeable work, build up in him a sense of being really at home on Earth, which is just what we want. You will notice that the young are generally less unwilling to die than the middle-aged and old”  C.S.Lewis  “The ScrewTape Letters” p. 132
“The ‘hour of temptation’ is the season when temptation comes to a head. Hence that temptation which possesses little or no power over a man in normal circumstances, suddenly takes on an overpowering reality. Either this occurs because it now assumes new powers and effectiveness, or the person weakens before encountering it. David in his youth probably had been tempted to commit adultery or murder, but the hour of temptation had not yet reached its full power in advantage over him—and he escaped. But when it came to a head, as it did when he saw Bathsheba, David was caught. To learn this lesson, we need to discover how temptation reaches its “hour”. It does so by urgings over a long period of time, so that the mind becomes accustomed to the evil thought. John Owen  “Sin and Temptation” p.105
We Withstand Evil by a Scripture-Governed, Prayer-Empowered Life
1. The Defensive Behaviour Governed by Scripture

Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of his loins. Isa 11:5
He put on righteousness as a breastplate, and a helmet of salvation on his head. Isa 59:17
“He can be induced to live, as I have known many humans live, for quite long periods, two parallel lives; he will not only appear to be, but will actually be, a different man in each of the circles he frequents. Failing this, there is a subtler and more entertaining method. He can be made to take a positive pleasure in the perception that the two sides of his life are inconsistent. This is done by exploiting his vanity. He can be taught to enjoy kneeling beside the grocer on Sunday just because he remembers that the grocer could not possibly understand the urbane and mocking world which he inhabited on Saturday evening; and contrariwise, to enjoy the bawdy and blasphemy over the coffee with these admirable friends all the more because he is aware of a “deeper,” “spiritual” world within him which they cannot understand. You see the idea—the worldly friends touch him on one side and the grocer on the other, and he is the complete, balanced, complex man who sees round them all. Thus, while being permanently treacherous to at least two sets of people, he will feel, instead of shame, a continual undercurrent of self-satisfaction” C.S. Lewis  “The ScrewTape Letters” p.47-48
2. The Defensive Beliefs Governed by Scripture
"To take the shield of faith, then, is to appropriate the promises of God on our behalf, confident that he will protect us in the midst of battle"  

                                                                                            P.T.O’Brien
The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. 1 Jn 3:8
3. The Offensive Battle Governed by Scripture
